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H. Amendments to Claims 

Please amend claims 7-10 & 15-37 previously on file as follows: 





lims 1-6 (Previously Cancelled) 



7. \(Previously and now Currently Amended) A method for 
providing a cfuan^t^fcv of p re -p aid telephone time pre-assigned PIN number 
from a PCS terminal isn communication with an electronic clearing house, 
to a patroni? of said^ POS terminal, without such PCS terminal contacting 
a telephone service provider prior to, during, or after dispensing said 
second PIN number to saidVpatron, to permit said patron access via said 
PIN number to a fixed ggantity of prepaid telphone time from said 
telephone service provider , Comprising in combination: 



a) ordering a pre-determined amount of telephone time from a 
plurality of telephonev service providers, and further obtaining 
from each telephone seWice provider a plurality of groups of 
second PIN numbers, eaVh of said second PIN numbers when 
provided to a patron of such POS terminal during a transaction 
and subsequently supplied by the patron to the telephone 
service provider adapted toXallow telephone service for said 
patron for a pre-determined\quantity of time, each of said 
second PIN numbers having assocYated therewith a pre-determined 
quantity of time for which telephone service will be enabled, 
said pre-determined quantity of t\me associated with second PIN 
numbers within one group of saidV plurality of groups being 
different from the pre-determined cytaantity of time associated 
with second PIN numbers within anothe\^of said groups of unique 
second PIN numbers; 



b) querying a patron of such POS terminal, wio accesses the POS 
terminal by providing the POS terminal wit^ an encoded card 
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d a first PIN number, as the whether the patron wishes to 
purchase telephone time; 



c) 



d) 



in response to a positive reply to the aforesaid query, 
providing the patron with a plurality of telephone service 
providers to select from; 

providing Vo the patron a plurality of pre-defined quantities 
of telephone times which may be purchased, and requesting the 
patron selecn a particular pre-defined quantity of telephone 
time; 




e) in response to mput from said patron as to the quantity of 
time selected, querying said patron as to whether the patron 
desires to chargeX the patron's credit card or debit the 
patron's bank account; 

f) in the event that the\ patron desires to charge the patron's 
bank account, verifying Vhat the patron has sufficient funds to 
purchase said quantity qf telephone time, and debiting such 
account ; 



g) in the event the patron desoires to charge the patron's credit 
card, verifying that the quantity of time desired to be 
purchased may be charged to sa^^ credit card, and charging said 
credit card; 



h) upon satisfaction of f) or g) above, selecting a second PIN 
number from a selected group of said plurality of groups of 
second PIN numbers during the transaction , said selected group 
corresponding to a group of second PINy numbers associated with 
said selected telephone service provider and said selected 
quantity of telephone service time; and 



i) providing said selected second PIN numberv to such patron by 



printing said second PIN number on said POS terminal's existing 
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account statement printer or alternat:ivelv displaying said 
cond PIN number on said POS terminal's visual display. 

Pleasescancel claim 8. 

9. (Origrnal) The method as claimed in claimS 7, said step of 
verifying that the pat\pn has sufficient funds to purchase said quantity 
of telephone time comprrsing verifying sufficiency of such funds through 
an electronic clearing hou^e communicating with said POS terminal . 

10. (Original) The method as claimed in claim 9, said step of 
verifying that the quantity of \ime desired to be purchased may be charged 
to said credit card comprising verifying through said electronic clearing 
house communicating with said POS\ terminal . 



Claims 11-14 (Previously Cancellec 

15, (Previously and now Ci^rrently Amended) A method for 
providing a pre-assigned second PIN number fixed quantity of — pre-paid 
telephone time from a device comprising a\ conventional automated teller 
machine (ATM) or a point -of sale (POS) terminal, having a display screen 
and printing capability and a pre-existing communication capability with 
an existing computer system operated by a financial institution such as a 
bank, to a patron of said device who accesses saaid device through provision 
to said device of an encoded card and first personal identification number 
(PIN) , without hardware modifications to said device, hardware additions 
to said existing system, or additional communication links to a telephone 
service provider, to permit said patron access via \aid second PIN number 
to a fixed quantity of prepaid telphone time from skid telephone service 
provider, comprising the steps of: 

a) making available to said device a plurality of said pre- 
assigned second PIN numbers, each of said second PIN numbers 
adapted, when provided by said patron during ^a telephone call 
to a said telephone service provider, to allow telephone 
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service for the patron for a period of time up to said quantity 
of pre-paid time , the plurality of second PIN numbers being 
ouped into a plurality of groups of second PIN numbers, each 
grteup of second PIN numbers corresponding to a different 
quark: itv of time to be purchased ; 



b) querying said patron of said device as to whether the patron 
wishes op purchase telephone time; 

c) verifying \:hat the patron has sufficient funds to purchase said 
quantity of\ telephone time, and charging such funds for said 
quantity of time; 



d) upon satisfaction of c) above, selecting one of said plurality 
of second PIN numbers from one of said groups of second PIN 
numbers ; and, 

e) printing said selected second PIN number and providing it to 
such patron via \an account statement printer used in 
association with sard device, without contacting the telephone 
service provider, wi^^out such device contacting the telephone 
service provider prion to, during, or after the dispensing of 
said second PIN numberVrom said device. 



16. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in claim 15, 

\ 

wherein said -tirttis funds comprise funds held by said patron in a bank 
account . 



17. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in claim 15, 

\ 

wherein said funds comprise funds which may be advanced by charging a 
credit card. 



18. 



(Previously Added) The method 



claimed in claim 15, 
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comprising the step after step b) of: 




in response to input from said patron as to whether the patron 
desired to V^^chase telephone time, querying said patron as to whether the 
patron desirces to charge the patron's credit card or to debit the patron's 
bank account; 

in th^event that the patron desires to charge the patron' s bank 
account, verifyin^through an electronic clearing house that the patron has 
sufficient funds toVurchase said quantity of telephone time, and charging 
said bank account fo\ said quantity of time, and 

in the event\ the patron desires to charge the patron's credit 
ard, verifying through an electronic clearing house that the quantity of 
time desired to be purchased may be charged to said credit card, and 
charging said credit card for said quantity of time. 



19. (Previously Added) The method -fttr [for] providing a fixed 
quantity of pre-paid telephone^time from a device as claimed in claim 15, 
said step of making said second PIN numbers available to said device 
comprising storing said second PIN numbers on a database which is capable 
of being accessed by said device\ 



20. (Previously Added) The method for providing a quantity of 
pre-paid telephone time from a device as claimed in claim 19, said 
plurality of second PIN numbers comprising a plurality of groups of second 
PIN numbers, each second PIN number in a respective group of said groups 
of second PIN numbers permitting telephone service for a pre-determined 
quantity of time, each second PIN number within a respective group 
providing a different quantity of pre-paid telephone time than second PIN 
numbers within another group, further comprising the steps of: 



querying said patron in step b) as tOywhat quantity of a number 
of predefined quantities of telephone time such patron wishes to 
purchase; and 
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in response to input from said patron as to the particular 
S[uantity of telephone time desired to be purchased, selecting a 
se>cond PIN number from a respective group of second PIN numbers which 
provvjdes telephone time corresponding to the particular quantity of 
pre-a^fined quantities of telephone time selected by said patron. 

21. \ (Previously Added) The method for providing a quantity of 
pre-paid telephone time from a device as claimed in claim 20, wherein said 
plurality of second PIN numbers are ordered from and provided by said 
telephone service provider. 



22. (Previoirsly Added) The method for providing a quantity of 
pre-paid telephone time f'rom a device as claimed in claim 21; 



is^om 



said step of ordering a plurality of PIN numbers from said 
telephone service provider comprising ordering a number of groups of 
second PIN numbers, the number of groups of second PIN numbers being 
equal to said number of p^e-defined quantities of telephone time. 



23. (Previously Added) The method for providing a quantity of 
pre-paid telephone time from a device as claimed in claim 22, further 
comprising, after or at the same time \^ step a), querying the patron of 
said device as to whether the patron wishes to purchase telephone time from 



a selected list of telephone service providers. 



24. 




A method for 



(Previously and now Currently Amended) 

\ 

providing a second PIN number quantity of pre - paid telephone time from a 

\ 

device comprising a conventional point-of sale (PCS) terminal or automated 

\ 

teller machine (ATM) which is operatively connected to an existing computer 
system operated by a financial institution such as a bank , to a patron of 
sraid device, without hardware modifications to said\ device, hardware 
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additions to said existing system, or additional communication links to a 
telephone service provider, to permit said patron access to a fixed 
auant\ty of prepaid telephone time from said telephone service provider via 
said se^cond PIN number and without said device contacting said telephone 
sevice tyajrovider prior to, during, or after dispensing said second PIN from 
said devige , comprising the steps of: 

a) ordering a pre-determined amount of telephone time from a 
plilbrality of telephone service providers, and further obtaining 
fron\each telephone service provider a plurality of groups of 
secondv PIN numbers, each of said second PIN numbers adapted, 
when provided to a patron of such device and subsequently 
supplied \by the patron to the telephone service provider, to 
allow telephone service for said patron for a pre-determined 
quantity of\ time, each of said second PIN numbers having 
associated tnerewith a predetermined quantity of time for which 
telephone servix:e will be enabled, the plurality of second PIN 
numbers being grouped into a plurality of groups of second PIN 
numbers, each groSap of second PIN numbers corresponding to a 
different quantity^of time to be purchased said pre-determined 
quantity of time associated with second PIN numbers with in one 
g rou p of said pluralit;^o£ grou p s being different from the pre- 
determined quantity of time associated with second PIN numbers 
within another of said gr^ps of unique second PIN numbers ; 

b) querying a patron of such device, who accesses the device by 
providing the device with an encoded card and a first PIN 
number, as the whether the patron wishes to purchase telephone 
time; 

c) in response to a positive replV to the aforesaid query, 
providing the patron with a plurality of telephone service 
providers to select from; 

d) providing to the patron a plurality of \pre-def ined quantities 
of telephone times which may be purchase^d, and requesting the 
patron select a particular pre-defined quantity of telephone 
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verifying that the patron has sufficient funds to purchase said 
quantity of telephone time, and debiting such funds, 

*Siipon satisfaction of e) above, selecting a second PIN number 
a selected group of said plurality of groups of second PIN 
nuTi^ers, said selected group corresponding to a group of second 
PIN i^umbers associated with said selected telephone service 
ir and said selected quantity of telephone service time, 

and 

providing \said selected second PIN number to such patron 
without — co^^cting — the — telephone — service — provider via an 
existing accoiant statement printer or visual display associated 
with such device. 



25. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in claim 24, 
wherein said funds constitute funds held by said patron in a bank account. 



26, 



ide'd) 



(Previously Addend) The method as claimed in claim 24, 
wherein said funds constitute funds which may be advanced by charging a 
credit card. 



27. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in claim 24, 
further comprising the step after step b^of : 

in response to input from said patron as to whether the patron 
desires to purchase telephone time, querying^^aid patron as to whether the 
patron desires to charge the patron's credit c^ard or to debit the patron's 
bank account; 



in the event that the patron desires toVharge the patron's bank 
account, verifying through an electronic clearing house that the patron has 
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sufficient funds to purchase said quantity of telephone time, and charging 
said ba^nk account for said quantity of time, and 

in the event the patron desires to charge the patron's credit 
card, verifying through an electronic clearing house that the quantity of 
time desirW to be purchased may be charged to said credit card, and 
charging sad>d credit card for said quantity of time. 



Please cancel claim 28. 

29. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in claim ^ 24 , 
said step of verifMng that the patron has sufficient funds to purchase 
said quantity of tei^ephone time comprising verifying sufficiency of such 
unds through said electronic clearing house communicating with said 
device . 



30. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in claim 29, said 
step of verifying that they quantity of time desired to be purchased may be 
charged to said credit cark comprising verifying through said electronic 
clearing house communicating with said device. 

31. (Previously and now Currently Amended) A method for 
crediting, via a device comprising a conventional POS terminal or an ATM, 
having pre-existing communication capability with an existing computer 
system operated by a financial institution such as a bank , a quantity of 
predetermined telephone time to a patron who possesses a wireless telephone 
having a pre-assigned telephone number, which permits said patron, after 
the initial provision by said patron ^of a second personal identification 
number (PIN) to a telephone service provider, to thereafter utilize said 
telephone ftrr for a period up to said quantity of pre-determined quantity 



[ukntit 

of telephone time without having at the t\me of each subsequent telephone 
call to provide said telephone service provider with said second PIN number 
prior to being permitted to make said telephone call, without hardware 
modifications to said device, hardware additions to said existing system. 
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or adddtional communication links to s said telephone service provider, 
which "^^eWprises in combination: 

a) \ initially providing a plurality of said second PIN numbers to 
\said device, each of said second PIN numbers being determined 
p^ior to a patron attempting to utilize said device to 
purchase telephone time ; 




b) si- querymg a patron of said device, who accesses said terminal 

device Vhrough provision to the terminal device of an encoded 
card andV a first personal identification number (PIN) , as to 
whether the patron wishes to purchase telephone time and what 
quantity ofy telephone time, 

c) hj- querying saidXpatron as to said quantity of time desired to be 
purchased. 



verifying that the patron has sufficient funds to purchase said 
desired quantity of telephone time; 



e)d)- debiting such fiends \funds ; 



f)e^ selecting said second PIN number from a plurality of second PIN 
numbers, each of said second PIN numbers adapted, when supplied 
by said patron during a trelephone call to a telephone service 
provider, to allow telephone service for the patron for a 
period of time up to saidX quantity of purchased time , the 

plurality of second PIN numbers being grouped into a plurality 

\ 

of groups of second PIN numbers, each group of second PIN 
numbers corresponding to a different quantity of time to be 
purchased ; 



g)f-)- providing said selected second PIN dumber to such patron via an 



existing account statement printer orwisual display associated 
with such device , without said device contacting the telephone 
service provider prior to, during, orXafter dispensing said 
second PIN number to said patron ; 
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i)^ correlating the pre-assigned telephone number of said wireless 
^telephone with a corresponding account held by said telephone 
srvice provider in respect of said patron; and 

i )±Y crediting said account with said quantity of pre-determined 
telephone time purchased by said patron as ascertained from 
said sefcond PIN number. 



32. {Previously Added) The method as claimed in claim 31, 
wherein such funds const^itute funds held by said patron in a bank account. 




33. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in claim 31, 
whei^ein said funds constitut^^ funds which may be advanced by charging a 
credit card. 



34. (Previously Added) The method as claimed in claim 31, 

\ 

further comprising the step after step b) of: 

in response to input from said patron as to whether the patron 

desires to purchase telephone time, querying said patron as to whether the 

\ 

patron desires to charge the patron's credit card or to debit the patron's 
bank account; 

in the event that the patron de^sires to charge the patron's bank 
account, verifying through an electronic clearing house that the patron has 
sufficient funds to purchase said quantity of telephone time, and charging 
said bank account for said quantity of time;\and 



in the event the patron desires to charge the patron's credit 
card, verifying through an electronic clearing house that the quantity of 
time desired to be purchased may be charged to \said credit card, and 
charging said credit card ftrr for said quantity of tsime. 
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wherein 



^ease cancel clainn 35. 

36.\ (Previously Added) The method as claimed in claim 31, 

said wixeless telephone possesses a specific frequency and 
identification code; 



said second ^IN number is received from said patron by way of 
a telephone c^l from said patron on said wireless telephone; 
and 

said pre-assigned "telephone number is correlated to said 
account of said patron when said telephone call is received 
from said patron. 



37. (Previously Added) TheVmethod as claimed in claim 36, said 
telephone number of said wireless telephone ascertained by said telephone 
service provider at the time said patron communicates said second PIN 
number to said service provider, said service provider thereafter matching 
said telephone number with said account andv subsequently crediting said 
account with said predetermined quantity of telephone time. 



A copy of all claims on file, with annendment history and as^currently annended, is provided 
with this amendnaent/reply. 
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